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The early Japanese student-monks, the monks who went to Sui and Tang China to
study Buddhism, have attracted relatively little attention. This is mostly because the
textual evidence concerning their voyages is scarce and their biographies can be recon-
structed only very tentatively. Any attempt to outline a picture of their activities has to
rely heavily on information preserved in the highly biased sources of official secular
and Buddhist historiography. 
This study gives an outline of the historical setting and examines the role of the stu-
dent-monks in the transmission of Buddhism. In the biographical dictionary section,
the author presents the existing information for 54 Japanese student-monks. These are
all the monks known to have gone to China between 607, when the first embassy to the
Sui departed, and 732, when Fushô and Yôei were sent on an adventurous journey to
find competent Vinaya masters in China and invite them to Japan. Their search result-
ed in the coming of Ganjin, with whose arrival in Japan the transmission of the Nara
schools of Buddhism came to an end.

In der Reihe »Buddhismus-Studien/Buddhist Studies« erscheinen deutsch- und englisch-
sprachige Arbeiten, die weithin unbekannte Aspekte des Buddhismus erschließen und zu wei-
tergehenden Untersuchungen stimulieren sollen. Die einzelnen Beiträge folgen
unterschiedlichen Ansätzen und behandeln unterschiedlichste Themen. Sie sind geeignet, ein-
seitige Vorstellungen über „den Buddhismus“ durch ein treffenderes Bild zu ersetzen.
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